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discusiA3n general acerca de Fundamentos de InformAitica.The
Sareftefteld eagle. Image: Public Domain Scientists have
established a new species of small eagles on the Asian steppes.
Its discovery is “like an archaeological find,” says one of the
researchers. The birds in the new species are pretty unusual.
They have long legs and wings, but are small, weighing in
around five kilograms. They also have unusually shaped heads.
They have stouter skulls than all living eagles except for
vultures, which makes them surprisingly agile. The new species,
which scientists call the Sareftefteld eagle, was found by
Jonathan Kingdon in the Sareftevlet steppes. The area is
sparsely populated and thus not very well studied, but Kingdon
and his colleagues have been able to make fairly confident
identifications of the birds based on their skulls. Vultures prefer
to preen themselves, but these eagles prefer to gulp down their
insect prey. They flap into a branch with a sweep of their long
legs and a jump from their wedge-shaped, encephalised heads.
They also use the sideways strike common to vultures, but the
punches they deliver are far more powerful. A shallow blow from
an eagle can knock an insect out of
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